ARTICLE XIllIl, Section 8, Disqualification from Next Contest(s).
General Rule (Preamble)
Sportsmanship is a core principle in_interscholastic athletics. Actions which are
unethical and/or intended to demean, embarrass, intimidate or injure opposing
contestants, Teams, spectators and/or officials are considered unsportsmanlike and will
not be tolerated since they are contrary to the purposes of PIAA and convey lessons
incompatible with the reason why high school sports exist.

A. Mandatory Disqualification - One Game Suspension

Any Coach and/or contestant who, while Coaching or competing for a PIAA member
school, is ejected from a Contest by a state high school association recognized and/or
registered official in that sport for unsportsmanlike conduct or flagrant misconduct is
disqualified from Coaching and/or participating for the remainder of the day and in all
Contests on the next Contest day of the same level (varsity, junior varsity, or otherwise)
of competition from which the Coach and/or contestant was previously disqualified. For
a Coach, participation in the next Contest includes any contact by the Coach with
members of the Team, including other Coaches, between the time that the Team
arrives at the Contest site and the conclusion of the last Contest of the day. The
Principal must direct the Coach not to attend all of the Contest(s).

B. Enhanced Supplemental Disqualification - Two Game Suspension

Any Coach and/or contestant who is ejected from a Contest by a state high school
association recognized and/or reqgistered official and a component of the ejection is
confronting, contacting or addressing a Coach, contestant or official using foul or vulgar
lanquage, ethnic or racially insensitive comments or physical contact will be disqualified
from competition for the remainder of the day and for the next two (2) Contests
including all Contests on the next two (2) Contest days of the same level (varsity, junior
varsity, or otherwise) of competition from which the Coach and/or contestant was
previously disqualified. For the purposes of this provision, the jurisdiction of the
official(s) to apply and enforce this rule begins upon the official’'s arrival at the Contest
site and ends when the official (or the last of the team of officials) leaves the Contest
site. The Contest site is defined as premises on which the competition surface is
located and includes the entirety of the premises and parking areas.

When the Enhanced Supplemental Disqualification implicates a contestant, and in
addition to the two (2) Contests disqualification, the contestant may not return to
competition representing the contestant’s school until the contestant completes the
NFHS Sportsmanship program at NFHSLearn (online) and provides a certification of
completion of this program to the student’s Principal and the Principal submits the
certification to the PIAA District Sport Chairman. A Coach disqualified under this
provision may not return to competition representing the Coach’s school until the Coach
completes the NFHS Sportsmanship program and Teaching and Modeling Behavior
program at NFHSLearn (online) and provides a certification of completion of these two
programs to the Coach’s Principal and the Principal submits the certification to the PIAA
District Sport Chairman.

A PIAA District Committee may, at its discretion, convene a hearing to address any and
all disqualifications and provide additional penalties as warranted by the circumstances.




